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INTRODUCTION

Turkish Republic Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, General Directorate of Infrastructure
Investments (AYGM) intends to construct a new high-speed railway line from Halkali to Ispartakule
and from Ispartakule to ּףerkezköy (herein referred to as ‘the Project’), in two different tenders and
sections. The Project will be located within the region of Istanbul and province of Tekirdag (the land
upon which the railway is to be built is herein referred to as ‘the Site’). Once operational the Project
would be operated by TCDD and TCDD Transport.

The Project will provide passenger and freight services connecting Istanbul (at the existing Halkali
Station) to the district of ּףerkezköy and will link to the under-construction ּףerkezköy-Kapikule
railway to form one integrated railway system with full interoperability.

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB), collectively called the ‘Lenders’, are considering financing components of
the Project, specifically the railway between Ispartakule and Çerkezköy. The Project and this Non-
Technical Summary (NTS) have therefore been developed on behalf of AYGM in accordance with
these Lenders policies and requirements.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY?

This NTS provides an easy to understand summary of the information that is provided in the
Environment and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) report. The purpose of the NTS is to help the
public and stakeholders to understand: the project need and background, project description, the
ESIA process (including stakeholder engagement and grievance mechanism), the potential adverse
and beneficial environmental and social effects of the Project, and the mitigation measures that will
be implemented to avoid or reduce adverse effects and enhance the benefits.

PROJECT NEED AND BACKGROUND

The principal need for the Project is to increase the freight and passenger rail capacity in the
strategically critical area of Thrace. The area is critical as a European-Asian meeting point of the
European rail network and is predicted to become an increasing bottleneck unable to meet future
demand.

The Project is a response to key transport policies and strategic infrastructure initiatives which aim
to address this capacity constraint including:

Á Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) policy objective is to close gaps, remove bottlenecks
and technical barriers, as well as to strengthen social, economic and territorial cohesion in the
EU.

Á The Project is a subcomponent of the TRACECA Project (Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-
Asia) which aims to strengthen economic relations, trade and transport in the regions of the Black
Sea basin, South Caucasus and Central Asia; and

Á The Project is one of the key Major Infrastructure Projects identified in Turkey’s Sector
Operational Programme for Transport (SOPT) (2014-2020).
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WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF THE PROJECT?

The Project aims are as follows:

Á Contribute to achieving a sustainable, safe, inclusive and efficient national transport system
which results in a shift from individual to public modes of transport at the national level, and
further integrates Turkey with the Single European Transport Area;

Á Solve the capacity constraints of the railway link from Europe to eastern Anatolia; and
Á Encourage a shift from road to railway transportation through the removal of railway capacity

limitations.

WHAT DOES THE PROJECT INVOLVE?

The Project is composed of two sections (i) Halkali- Ispartakule and (ii) Ispartakule-ּףerkezköy which
together will provide a new 76km high speed electric rail link connecting Istanbul (at the existing
Halkali Station) to a location 1 km to the east of the existing ּףerkezköy Station (at this location it will
link to the under-construction ּףerkezköy-Kapikule railway). Halkali Station is located within Istanbul
province and ּףerkezköy is located within Tekirdag province, both in the north-west of Turkey. Both
passenger and freight trains will operate on the new railway. The location of the Project is shown in
Figure 5-1.

The Project will consist of:

Á A new double track 9km line (i.e. two new lines) between Halkali Station and Ispartakule. In order
for the Project to pass under the proposed Kanal Istanbul project a 6km twin-bored tunnel will be
constructed in this section. The twin-bored tunnel tracks will be suitable for use by both
conventional and high-speed trains. Conventional trains will re-join the existing railway prior to
Ispartakule Station;

Á A new double track 67km line from Ispartakule to a location adjacent to the east of ּףerkezköy
Station (approximately 1km from the centre of ּףerkezköy);

Á Modification of existing infrastructure, but not buildings, at the 3 existing stations (Halkali (0km),
Ispartakule (9km from Halkali) and Çatalca (32km from Halkali)), including the provision of
footbridges, platforms and additional tracks;

Á New structures, such as bridges, viaducts, tunnels, overpasses and underpasses;
Á Supporting power supply systems, inclusive of overhead lines and substations; and
Á Supporting electrification, signalling and control systems.

SUMMARY OF THE DESIGN

 The design summary is shown in Table 5-1.

Table 5-1 – Design Summary

Parameter Specification / Number

Line Type Electric

Passenger Trains 200km/h
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Parameter Specification / Number

Design Speed
(Maximum)

Freight Trains 120km/h

Structures Bridges 9

Viaducts 2

Tunnels 8

Overpasses 17

Underpasses 26

Railway Corridor1 50m

Fencing Between 1.5 and 2m in height2 both sides of the rail track

 An example cross section of the rail track is shown in Figure 5-2. The location of the structures
listed in Table 5-1 is shown in Figure 5-3.

1 The 50m railway corridor for the Project cover the area required for the railway track and the overhead
line system, but excludes any additional areas of permanent land that may required (such as for
embankments, cuttings and station parking).
2 A safety measure to prevent people and fauna having access to the line, reducing the risk of collisions
with trains.
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Figure 5-2 - Example Rail Track Section Drawing
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